To the Honorable the Commons in Parliament 
, IO 


The bumble Petition and Appeal of John P6yntz alias Morrice and Mary ba wife, Leo- 
nard Darby, John Harris, and Iſabella Smith, Priſoners in ſeveral Priſons, upon 4 
Warrant of the Lords, for pretended forgery of the (oy of an <A of Parliament ; 


SHEWETH, | 
Hat about the year 1594. a Contract being made betweenone Jahn Aderrice, theeldeſt ſon of James Hforrice of Chipping- 
Oger ofthe County of Eſſex, Eſquire, and Katherin Pojatz the foledaughter of Gabriel Pyanrz of Nerthokenden of the fame 
County, Eſquire; The ſaid Famer Aforriceof Onger, anl Gabriel Pojutz of Nerthekenden aforeſaid, for ſeveral valuable 
conſiderations them hereunto moving, Covenanted aud agreed to and witheach other, to ſettle their to Eſtates, ( being about the 
value of 2000. I. per «=aws) upon the faid eh and Katherize for life, and upon the Heirs male of his body-for life, and in caſcof ſuch 
default, then upon Edvard the ſecond ſon of the aforeſaid James Aforrice for life, and to the Heirs male of his body for life, and in 
caſe of ſuch default, then upon the right Heirs maleof the body of the ſaid tames Acorrice forever 3 provided that by Reaſon the ſaid 


Gatriel Pojntz had no male iſſue, that therefore the ſaid Iahn AMHorrice his Heirs male, Edward Aforrice his Heirs male, or the right 


Heirs male of the ſaid Janet Aforrice ſhould forever after beat up the name of Pojatz , which was aſſented to, and the ſaid 16bn 
Merriceentred inthe Herexidrbooks by the nameof Point alias Hforrice ; The Heirs male of each line having, for the ſpace of ſoutty 
years, enjoyed the ſaid Eſtate wp ria and born up the name of Feu according tothe ſaid Agreement. 

That all the Male Iſſuc of the ſaid /ohz Aforrice being dead, the Eſtate was to deſcend unto the Male Iſſue of Edoara the ſecond ſon 
ofthe ſaid /ames Morrice, and brother to the ſaid ohn, which Male Iſuc is the (311 John fernt x ali is Aorrice, one of your Petitioners, 
who hath been found Her at Law by ſeveral Offices, and fo acknowledged and accepted of bythe Tenants, Farmers of the ſaid Eſtate. 

Thar notwithſtanding your Petit ioners juſt right to theenjoyment ofthe ſaid Eſlate. one Sir Adam L. itiletan, combining with Mr 
Iohn Brown Clerk of the Houle of Peers, hath not only forcibly and fraudulently Ceprived your Petitioner Jahn Poms alias Aforrice 
ofthe enjoymene of hi Right, but alfo hath falſly and wickedly endeavored not only to deſtroy the title, bur alſo the credit» nay life 
of your Pcritioners, by accuſing them before che Houſe of Lerdt with a pretended ſorgery of the Copy of an A of Parliament; 
where, by M. Brom power and prevalency, they have been Cenſuted, Fined and Imprifonea, ſome of them without Heari , and 
all of chem contrary to Law ; it being openly proved at the Lords Bar that the Copy of the AR, by them pretended to be forged, was 
taken out and defivered untothem byone M. Hunt, an under-Clerk, belonging to this Honorable Houſe, being by him examined in 
M. Brews Office, and atteſicd under his hand» and zfrerwards upon demand acknowledged, ( though ſince this combination with Sir 
Adam Littletan, denyed.) a : 

That, toclcar their innocency herein. the Coo? © g 
M. Audiey, who was by M. Bran chreatned with tut vis m . .ceſtingeheſame. . | 

That not only all your Petitioners Wricings, concerning the Premiſſer, hut alſo ſereral Books of Accompts were by M. Bran 
forcibly ſcizcd, and are detained to this day; : and ſe coral Records taken out of the Treesſevries, and condemned as fo mau forged Recordy, 

in purpoſe to deſtroy the Title of your Petitioners. = a | | 

That they conceive it robe contrary to Law and Equity that 20c074s ſhould be removed from their reſpective Treaſaries, orbecon- 
demned as forged, upon the bare ſuggeſtion of M. Brown, without witneſs or proof thereof made legally before 2 Court of [udicature . 
or that any perſon or perſons ſhould be impriſoned and fined for a ſuppoſei Crime, and yet never calleito anſwer» or ſuffered to 
make his or their ſawſul defence. | 

That they have been Priſoners, by colour of the Lords Order, nece twenty monetlis, alchough the Judges hace delivered their opi- 
nions that they mighr be releaſed. — Tz a 

That though the have been wanting in no endeavor to clear their innocency, and obtain their Freedoms, yet hath M. Fron by his 
power prevented them, and by ſeveral ſlanderou ſuggeſtions cauſed ſuch perſons as appeared in their behalfto be impriſoned by vertue 
of Warrants either from the Lords, or ſome Juſtice of Peace, or falſe ations broughe upon them for pretended words ſpoken againſt 
him, by which means he hath abſolutely diſabled Your Petitioners, either to cleer themſelves of his ſcandal, ot obtain their liberty. 

The Premiles confideredz may icpleaſe Your Honors, 5 
That ſoraſmuch as by the Law of the Kingdom Your Petitioners ought to have been tryed for all ſuppoſed crimes, by 2Judg,ſirorato 
coceed in an ordinary Court of Ir ſtice, accordimꝑ co La, and a Jury of their equals ſworn to proceed according evidence: The 
ords having no legal power totakethe Cognizance ofthe crimes of Commoners, much leſs to ſentence, ſine, aui impriſon them 
at their pleaſures, upon the malicious ſuggeſſĩom of their Clerk, without the proof ces erg. them committed, or without 
hearing. And foraſmuch as M. John Brown (by colour of the (aid ſcandal caſt upon the ſaid ſebs Pojntz, alias Aforrice, 8c.) 
hath removed, and cauſed to be removed» ſeveral Records out of their ſeveral Trea uries, thereby to darken and deſtroy the title 
of Your Petitioner ; all which proceedings of his, hy pretenceof vbat authority ſoccer; is contrary to Law, neither the Copy of 
the AQ of Parliament, nor any other Records being yet proved, forged,or any of Your Petitioners guilty of forgery ; and ſor that 
it is altogether impoſſible for Your Pet ĩtioners to obtaineirher their Freedom or luſtice, being oppoſed by ſo potent an adverſa- 
ry» whohath already improved his utmoſt intereſt to deſtroythem by a periſhing impriſonmenr, unleſs Your Honors in Your 
pitty take them inrorimely conſideration,andas an evidence of Your lovetoluſtice, ſpeedily enterpoſe in their behalf by granting 
their earneſt defires,which are as followeth. 
t. That Tour Hencrs will be pleaſedts diſcharge them ef their Fines and itepriſamme nt, &y vertue of the Lerds Order, 
2. Thas for the ſuppoſed crime of forgerychargedapin Taur Petitiontrs, they may be left antoths Law, entber tobe acquitted or condemned, 
3+ That antil theſsid Cepyoſ an Aff andetber Records be proved forged, they may be returned back unto the ſeveral Offices from whence they 
were talen, aua te ſantencet reverſed that bare paſſed for the nulling of them. 
4. That M. Brown may be ordered to return all ſuch writings and books of <1ccompr at be hath at anytime rakenfrom Year Petitioners. 
5. That all differences in relation tothe title 2nd interett in che ſaid eftate being matter of Law, may bereſerred anto a trys( at Law. 
6- That Tm Honers will ay aps pa te canſe M. Hunt, M. Riley, M. Audley, Sc. 10 ë Examined toxcbing the delitery of the Coppies 
of the ſaid Ad and Records, where by Tour Hauer may be tralj infermed, and Tour Petitioners innecexcy cleared, 
1 85 And your Pctirioners ſhall pray, &cg. 
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